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South-west farmers get busy with dung
beetles to improve soil productivity
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Susan Finnigan, Kia Ora Merino, Winslow, said dung beetles improved productivity on

her sheep operation. Picture supplied

Some of the state's southwest farmers have got busy with beetles in

a bid to improve soil quality and performance.

Supported by the Dung Beetle System Engineers, the well-known

Kia Ora Merino stud has boosted its productivity with the
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introduction of a new species on their land.

Studies were conducted on the farm of Brendan and Susan Finnigan,

Winslow, under southwest Victoria project lead Kate Joseph.

Researchers found that while there was strong dung beetle activity

throughout most of the year at Kia Ora, there was a notable absence

of beetles during the winter months.

The dung beetles found on the farm were also sent to the University

of Western Australia to have the species identified.

"We found we were missing them in the winter," Ms Finnigan said.

"In winter, there weren't any that were particularly active."

12/19/24, 3:43 PM Farmers enhance soil quality with winter-active dung beetles | Stock & Land | VIC

https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8846664/farmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles/?cs=28105 2/9



thewoolmarkco…
Jumbo · Bike Lane
Groove

View profile

475 likes

thewoolmarkcompany

Woolgrowers play a crucial role in the fashion
supply chain, yet their contributions often
remains hidden behind the scenes. We’re here
to spotlight what happens before your clothes
reach your door and raise awareness of the
crucial role woolgrowers play in creating the
pieces we love.

Follow us to learn more about where your
clothes come from.

View all 42 comments

Add a comment...

View more on Instagram

Dung beetles were used on farms to break down manure into the

soil, improve soil fertility and break livestock parasite cycles.

A species called bubious bison was better-suited to winter

conditions and they were absent on the farm.
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In order to get activity going all year round, the Finnigans

purchased two 'populations' of 500 of these beetles from South

Australia and released them in the middle of their property.

Ms Finnigan hoped there'd be an immediate impact and was already

starting to see the results.

Dung beetle activity was perhaps most needed in winter when there

was excess dung on wetter soils and it needed to be broken down.

"[The beetles] usually peak for us in November but we would really

like them to peak in winter," she said.

"The ecosystem benefits are amazing.

"They clean up the paddock and bury the poo.

"Our pastures aren't contaminated so we knew they were always

there but we just weren't aware there was more potential to have

them in winter."

Dr Russ Barrow, Charles Sturt University, Canberra, said more

farmers could avail of the opportunity dung beetles offered.

He had conducted a nationwide study of dung beetles on farms,

supported by Meat & Livestock Australia and the Department of

Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

He said dung beetle activity varied by season and region, depending

on an area's soil type and climatic conditions.

Mr Barrow said some of Victoria's sandy soils made it challenging

for winter-active species.
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"If they don't have winter-active beetles, it's because they have

sandy soils," he said.

He said the introduction of non-native dung beetle species to

Australia began in the 1960s and unlike the introduction of most

non-native species it had been a "roaring success'.

"They were introduced because the Australian dung beetles weren't

liking the dung of introduced [livestock]," he said.

"They turned their nose up at it."

He said farmers could get a population of 1000 beetles to release on

their land for approximately $900 and this was great value for

money.

He encouraged any farmer interested to learn more here.

Ms Finnigan said the beetle work was an example of how farmers

look after diverse ecosystems and don't just farm livestock.

"Farmers do a lot more than walking around in their gumboots,

looking at sheep," she said.

Read More:

Young farmer swaps bucking
bulls for paddock to plate
Speckle Parks

Graziers face seven-week
abattoir backlog as northern
cattle head to Victoria

Get more from Stock & Land

Our journalists work hard to provide local, up-to-date news to the

community:

12/19/24, 3:43 PM Farmers enhance soil quality with winter-active dung beetles | Stock & Land | VIC

https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8846664/farmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles/?cs=28105 5/9

https://www.dungbeetles.com.au/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8823749/from-bucking-bulls-to-speckle-park-beef-success-in-merton/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8828475/victorias-cattle-processing-delays-amid-seasonal-drought/


 Sign up for our newsletters

 Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

 Have your say and send a letter to the Editor

 Find us on Google News

Related stories

Share

Barry Murphy

Journalist

Barry is a journalist with Australian Community Media's Stock & Land where he reports on

all aspects of agriculture. He previously worked in agricultural media in his native Ireland

and hails from a small beef and sheep farm in the country's south-east. Email Barry at…

0 Comments

FOLLOW

Ad

12/19/24, 3:43 PM Farmers enhance soil quality with winter-active dung beetles | Stock & Land | VIC

https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8846664/farmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles/?cs=28105 6/9

https://www.stockandland.com.au/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/stockandland
https://www.instagram.com/stockandland/
mailto:joely.mitchell@stockandland.com.au
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqMAgKIipDQklTR1FnTWFoVUtFM04wYjJOcllXNWtiR0Z1WkM1amIyMHVZWFVvQUFQAQ?hl=en-AU&gl=AU&ceid=AU%3Aen
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stockandland.com.au%2Fstory%2F8846664%2Ffarmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles%2F
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stockandland.com.au%2Fstory%2F8846664%2Ffarmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stockandland.com.au%2Fstory%2F8846664%2Ffarmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles%2F
mailto:?subject=Check%20this%20out&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stockandland.com.au%2Fstory%2F8846664%2Ffarmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles%2F
https://www.stockandland.com.au/profile/1635/barry-murphy/
https://twitter.com/@BarryMurphyAg


Merino producers Jim
and Rob Long have
tentative confidence
in the industry

Kilfeera Park Merinos
auction results in top-
priced ram again
going to NSW

Auctioneers work hard
to offload 8000 sheep
at dusty Wycheproof
market

Elders breaks its
silence on staff
exodus, insisting
service will continue

Why Chris and Kate
Dorahy from Cloven
Hills say prime lamb
confidence is on the
rise

Pest insect found in
Victorian tomatoes on
the Bellarine
Peninsula

Most Viewed

1 Third wind farm
proposal tests
patience of rural

2 Bird flu control area
lifted on seven
properties around

3 Paringa Livestock
tops at $41K with
fierce competition

4 Significant uptick in
sheep and lamb
yardings in lead up to

5 Willaura company to
face court after
worker fatally

6 Act quickly on
Cardinia agricultural
audit, says local VFF

12/19/24, 3:43 PM Farmers enhance soil quality with winter-active dung beetles | Stock & Land | VIC

https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8846664/farmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles/?cs=28105 7/9

https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8837457/adapting-merino-farming-in-victoria-the-long-brothers-story/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8791341/kilfeera-park-boosts-top-merino-ram-sale-price-at-its-2024-sale/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8802730/wycheproof-sheep-sales-endure-despite-tough-conditions/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8835453/elders-contacts-clients-about-staff-exodus-amid-bonus-cuts/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8785467/cloven-hills-sells-250-rams-at-2024-on-property-ram-sale/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8850218/tomato-growers-alert-as-tomato-potato-psyllid-found-in-victoria/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8832024/wind-farm-plans-stir-debate-in-buloke-shire-protest-meeting/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8851774/bird-flu-restrictions-lifted-on-properties-at-meredith/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8773737/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8842527/livestock-market-surges-as-coles-and-woolworths-return-to-buying/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8849944/willaura-company-faces-charges-over-workers-2022-death/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8849030/farmer-call-for-swift-action-on-cardinias-agribusiness-audit/


Get the latest VIC news in your inbox
Sign up for our newsletter to stay up to date.

Enter your email

Notify me

We care about the protection of your data. Read our Privacy Policy.

AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY MEDIA

STOCK & LAND

FARMONLINE NETWORK

Fabstock Loose LicksFabstock Loose Licks
at Up to 50% Lessat Up to 50% Less
Than Similar Licks!Than Similar Licks!

12/19/24, 3:43 PM Farmers enhance soil quality with winter-active dung beetles | Stock & Land | VIC

https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8846664/farmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles/?cs=28105 8/9

https://www.stockandland.com.au/privacy/
https://www.stockandland.com.au/


12/19/24, 3:43 PM Farmers enhance soil quality with winter-active dung beetles | Stock & Land | VIC

https://www.stockandland.com.au/story/8846664/farmers-enhance-soil-quality-with-winter-active-dung-beetles/?cs=28105 9/9

https://www.facebook.com/stockandland
https://twitter.com/stockandland
https://www.instagram.com/stockandland

